
This action is to approve the quitclaim of easements from the Los Angeles County Flood Control 
District to DWA Glendale Properties, LLC along portions of Paula Drain and approve the First 
Amendment to Use Agreement No. 76374 between the Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
and the City of Glendale along Burbank Eastern System - Sunset Channel, in the City of Glendale.

SUBJECT

April 05, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

QUITCLAIM OF EASEMENTS FROM THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY
FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT TO DWA GLENDALE PROPERTIES, LLC

PAULA DRAIN - PARCELS 2EXE AND 1EXE
AND FIRST AMENDMENT TO USE AGREEMENT NO. 76374 BETWEEN

THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
AND THE CITY OF GLENDALE

BURBANK EASTERN SYSTEM - SUNSET CHANNEL PARCELS 128 AND 312
IN THE CITY OF GLENDALE

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

1. Find that this project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act.

2. Find that the easements for ingress and egress along Paula Drain, Parcels 2EXE and 1EXE, 
located in the City of Glendale, are no longer required for the purposes of the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control District.
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3. Approve the quitclaim of easements for ingress and egress along Paula Drain, Parcels 2EXE and 
1EXE, in the City of Glendale, to the underlying fee property owner DWA Glendale Properties, LLC.  
Parcel 2EXE will be quitclaimed in exchange for an alternate ingress and egress easement plus 
$13,350.  Parcel 1EXE will be quitclaimed at fair market value.

4. Instruct the Mayor, Board of Supervisors of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District, to sign 
the Quitclaim of Easement document along Paula Drain, Parcel 2EXE, and delegate the authority to 
the Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District, or her designee, to sign the 
Quitclaim of Easement document in Parcel 1EXE and authorize delivery to DWA Glendale 
Properties, LLC. 

5. Approve the First Amendment to Use Agreement No. 76374 between the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control District and the City of Glendale.

6. Instruct the Mayor, Board of Supervisors of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District, to sign 
the First Amendment to Use Agreement No. 76374 and authorize delivery to the City of Glendale.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to obtain approval from your Board, acting as the 
governing body of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD), to quitclaim easements 
from the LACFCD to DWA Glendale Properties, LLC (DWA) along Paula Drain, Parcels 2EXE and 
1EXE, and approve the First Amendment to Use Agreement No. 76374 (Amendment) between the 
LACFCD and the City of Glendale (City), along the Burbank Eastern System - Sunset Channel, 
Parcels 128 and 312, in the City. 

DWA plans to develop its property, which will require the relocation of an existing LACFCD 
easement along Paula Drain.  As a condition of approving the relocation of the easement, DWA was 
required to grant an alternative easement to the LACFCD and pay fair market value for the quitclaim 
of easement in Parcel 2EXE.  

DWA also requested the LACFCD to consider the quitclaim of Parcel 1EXE to incorporate the land 
into its development.  Construction of Paula Drain has been completed, and portions of Parcel 1EXE 
lie outside the required right of way.  DWA, the underlying fee owner, requested the quitclaim.

As a result of DWA's redevelopment plans, the City will need to realign its proposed recreational trail 
for the Glendale Narrows River Walk project.  The City requested to amend Use Agreement No. 
76374 (Agreement), which was adopted by your Board on October 16, 2007, Synopsis No. 23, to 
include recreational trails.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provisions of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1) and 
Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3).  The revenue received from these transactions will help 
promote fiscal responsibility for the operation and maintenance of flood control facilities. The 
improvements will enhance river aesthetics and recreational opportunities in the area, thereby 
improving the quality of life for the residents of the County of Los Angeles.
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FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

As a consideration for the quitclaim in Parcel 2EXE, DWA granted the LACFCD an alternate 
easement and paid $13,350.  DWA will pay fair market value for Parcel 1EXE. These amounts will 
be deposited into the Flood Control District Fund. 

There will be no monetary consideration paid for amending the Agreement since use of the LACFCD 
property is for the Glendale Narrows River Walk project.  The Los Angeles County Flood Control Act 
provides for LACFCD property to be used for these purposes as long as the public recreational 
purposes are compatible with the LACFCD's use of the property for flood control, water quality, and 
water conservation purposes.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Parcels 2EXE and 1EXE are located along Paula Drain between Paula Avenue and Flower Street.  
Parcels 128 and 312 are located along Burbank Eastern System - Sunset Channel, south of Victory 
Boulevard and Flower Street in the City of Glendale.  

The proposed quitclaim of easements and Amendment are authorized by Section 2, Paragraphs 13 
and 14 of the Los Angeles County Flood Control Act.  This Section provides as follows: "Said Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District is hereby declared to be a body corporate and politic, and as 
such shall have the power…13.  To lease, sell or dispose of any property (or any interest therein) 
whenever in the judgment of said board of supervisors said property, or any interest therein or part 
thereof, is no longer required for the purposes of said district…14.  To provide, by agreement with 
other public agencies… for the recreational use of the lands, facilities, and works of such district 
which shall not interfere, or be inconsistent, with the primary use and purpose of such lands, 
facilities, and works by such district."

The Quitclaim of Easement documents and the Amendment have been reviewed and approved by 
County Counsel as to form.  The Quitclaim of Easement documents will be recorded.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed project (quitclaim of easements) is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 15312 of the CEQA Guidelines and Class 12
 of the Environmental Reporting Procedures and Guidelines adopted by your Board on November 
17, 1987.  These exemptions provide for the sale of surplus government property.

On October 16, 2007, Item No. 23, your Board approved the environmental document for the 
Glendale Narrows River Walk project.  The Mitigated Negative Declaration found that the project will 
not have a significant effect on the environment in accordance with the provisions of CEQA.  The 
proposed First Amendment to Use Agreement No. 76374 to include recreational trails as part of the 
installation and maintenance is not a change in the project scope that was identified in the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration prepared by the City.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This action allows for joint use of the LACFCD right of way without interfering with the primary 
mission of the LACFCD.

CONCLUSION

Please return one adopted copy of this letter, an original executed Quitclaim of Easement document, 
and two originals of the Amendments to the Department of Public Works, Survey/Mapping & 
Property Management Division.  Retain the duplicate Quitclaim of Easement document and one 
original Amendment for your files.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

GF:SGS:hp

Enclosures

c: Auditor-Controller (Accounting Division - Asset 
Management)
Chief Executive Office (Rita Robinson)
County Counsel
Executive Office
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